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Arguments Against Death Penalty Abolition
Prevail in Great Intelligence Squared Debate

| have longbeenafan of the Intelligence Squared debate series, which | often hearon mylocal NPR
station (and which too oftenleads me to stayin my car longerthan| had intended). | was especially
excitedwhenllearnedthatthe series wasfinally going to focus on the death penalty. Thelive debate
took place earlierthis month, and this NPRlink provides access to the 50-minute audio recording, as
well asthisaccount of the event (with my emphasisadded):

The death penaltyislegal in more than 30 states, but the long-controversial practice has come under
renewed scrutiny afteraseries of botched executions in several stateslastyear.

Opponents of capital punishmentargue that the death penalty undermines the fairadministration of
justice, as wealth, geography, race and quality of legal representation all come into play, with uneven
results.

But proponents of the death penalty believe capital punishment serves amoral and social purposein
American society. They argue that while the administration of the penaltyis not perfect, improvements
can be made inthe justice systemto address some opponents' concerns without doingaway with the
punishmentaltogether. Some peopledeserve todie, they say, for committing certain types of crime.

Two teams faced off overthese questionsin the latest event from Intelligence Squared U.S., debating
the motion, "Abolish The Death Penalty." In these Oxford-style debates, the team that sways the most
people toitsside by the endis the winner.

Before the debate, 49 percent of the audience at the Kaufman Music Centerin New York voted in favor
of the motion, while 17 percent were opposed and 34 percent were undecided. After the event, 54
percentagreed with the motionand 40 percent disagreed, making theteam arguing against abolishing
the death penalty the winners of the debate.

For The Motion

Diann Rust-Tierney became the executive director of the National Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penaltyin 2004. With 30 years of experience in publicpolicy and litigation advocacy, she manages the
operations of NCADP and directs programs forthe organization andits 100 affiliate organizations....


http://www.npr.org/series/6263392/intelligence-squared-u-s
http://www.npr.org/2015/04/22/400445794/debate-is-it-time-to-abolish-the-death-penalty

Barry Scheck is the co-founderand co-director, with Peter Neufeld, of the Innocence Projectand a
professoratthe Cardozo School of Law. Known forlandmark litigation that has set standards for forensic
applications of DNA technology, he and Neufeld have shaped the course of case law nationwide, leading
to an influential study by the National Academy of Sciences, as well asimportant state and federal
legislation....

Against The Motion

Robert Bleckeris a professorat New York Law School, a nationally known expert on the death penalty
and the subject of the documentary Robert Blecker Wants Me Dead. After a brief stint prosecuting
corruptionas a New York special assistant attorney general, he joined New York Law School, where he
teaches constitutional history and criminal law, and co-teaches death penalty jurisprudence with leading
opponents....

Kent Scheideggerhas beenthe legal director of the Criminal Justice Legal Foundation since 1986. A
nonprofit, publicinterest law organization, CILF's purpose is to assure that people who are guilty of
committing crimes receive swiftand certain punishmentin an orderly and constitutional manner.
Scheidegger has written over 150 briefsin U.S. Supreme Court cases....

I thinkitis fairto assertthat bothsidesinthis debate hada "dream team" arguing, and | also thinkit is
very notable thatan audience in New York City by its votes determined, essentially, that arguments
againstabolition of the death penalty are more compellingthan argumentforabolition. Forthatreason
(and many others), anyone interested in the death penalty should find 50 minutes to listen to this
terrificlSdebate.



