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In a debate held by "Intelligence Squared US", renowned international relations experts such asJohn J.
Mearsheimerfrom the University of Chicago and former Australian prime minister Kevin Rudd debated
whether Chinaand the US would become long-term enemies. The opinion poll of audiences that
followed shows that 56 percent of those on site and 64 percent of those on-linesaid "no".

That result was within expectation. Scholars have long been discussing the structural conflict between
Chinaas arising powerand the US as an existingone, which was pacified alittle as President Xi Jinping
initiated the concept of "new type of major powerrelationship" and was echoed positively by his US
colleague Barack Obama. The question hasintensified again as tensionsrise in the South ChinaSeaand
by other problems that might hinder bilateral relations.

Since 2010, the competition of Chinaand US on several topics hasincreased the sensitivity of their
bilateral relations. Theirdispute on exchangerates, the "pivotto Asia" policy of the US, as well as
intensified arguing between scholars on keyissues, all weakened the mutual strategic between the two.

Certain mediaoutlets also followed up by comparing the China-US relationship to that of the UK and
Germany before World War |; some even predicted that a strategicconfrontation between the twoiis
inevitable, which mighteven lead toa new Cold War.

These opinions have theirrootsinreality because the two powers have differentinterests, especially in
the Asia-Pacificregion. It should be noted that Asia-Pacificis an open space where both countries could
prosperon the basis of coordination. Further, they must work together because some of the problems
won'tbe possibly solved without theirjoint efforts. Their relationship should never be defined by
exclusive competition.

In the comingyears, Chinaand the US needto exploit the potentialsintheirbilateral relationship to
make structural cooperation, rather than structural conflict, possible. Inthe past 30 years or more, their
relationship has generally been on the rise, which would not be possible without their seeking common
interests onthe global level. More efforts are needed in the comingyears.

As the largesteconomyinthe world anditsrunner-up, the US and Chinaneed to manage global issues
and fight global challenges. That's their common global responsibility, and will help promote their global
influence, as well as make it easier to maintain asatisfying global order.



Of course, it will be along way towards structural cooperation between the two. Just as Henry Kissinger
once said, neither Chinanorthe US is psychologically prepared for treating each otheras equal partners.
Leaders of both countries must be firm enough to maintain theirrelationship and promote it towards
the better.

Only with the determination and willingness of both countries will their relationship open aglorious
page in human history.
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